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community than Bernie Dittman. He is an out-
standing example of the quality individuals 
who have devoted their lives to the field of 
broadcasting, and I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in congratulating him on this remark-
able achievement. I know Bernie’s colleagues, 
his family, and his many friends join with me 
in praising his accomplishments and extending 
thanks for his many efforts over the years on 
behalf of the First Congressional District and 
the entire state of Alabama. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DEBBY LAWSON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Debby Lawson for her dedication to 
teaching the students at Frazier Elementary in 
the Comal Independent School District. 

Today’s students that go through our na-
tion’s public school systems have an innate 
right to be taught the necessary skills to tackle 
all the challenges they will encounter through 
the course of their lives. Teachers provide 
them with this right day after day and in 
Debby Lawson’s case she has been doing this 
for 30 years now. 

Receiving her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from the University of Texas in Austin, 
she has been able to take these tools learned 
in the college classroom and turn them into re-
sults in the elementary classroom. The learn-
ing environment promoted by Mrs. Lawson is 
one that teaches the students the values of 
communication between themselves and their 
fellow students. Her second grade students 
are encouraged to ‘‘support each other and 
celebrate the successes of their classmates.’’ 
This provides our nation’s children with the 
fundamentals to learning how to understand 
and work along side their peers, an invaluable 
asset to anyone no matter what age. 

Teachers like Debby Lawson give our na-
tion’s children the necessary foundations to 
help them forge their minds into tomorrow’s 
greats. I am honored to have this opportunity 
to recognize Debby Lawson for her dedication 
to teaching our community’s children. 
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EMERGENCY IMMIGRATION WORK-
LOAD REDUCTION AND HOME-
LAND SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2005 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today still 
afraid for our nation’s security. Not because of 
terror alerts, but because our borders remain 
porous. The enforcement of our immigration 
policy is impotent, resulting in a continued 
flood of illegal immigrants across our borders. 

It is time for the federal government to stop 
letting unchecked mass immigration under-
mine the wages, safety, and benefits in one 
occupation after another. It is time for the fed-
eral government to moderate immigration and 
to treat American workers, citizen and immi-
grant, with the respect they deserve. 

Our constituents did not elect us to help 
cheapen the quality of their lives by importing 
foreign workers at six to eight times the histor-
ical average. There is no getting around the 
fact that when we cheapen labor with un-
checked illegal immigration, we cheapen our 
neighbors, both citizens and immigrants alike. 

Today, I introduce the Emergency Immigra-
tion Workload Reduction and Homeland Secu-
rity Enhancement Act of 2005. This legislation 
would suspend certain nonessential visas in 
order to provide temporary workload reduction 
critical to the success of the immigration com-
ponent of the recently established Department 
of Homeland Security. These suspensions 
would be lifted following the certification by 
Secretary of Homeland Security to Congress 
that specific conditions ensuring the depart-
ment’s ability to carry out its enforcement re-
sponsibilities have been met. 

Zealous enforcement of our immigration 
laws is a critical first step; however, Congress 
must look at the root causes of our policy 
flaws. In this era of global terrorism, we must 
re-evaluate our immigration policy and close 
these outstanding loopholes to give the De-
partment of Homeland Security the tools it 
needs to protect our soil. 

I call on my colleagues to join me in working 
to reform our immigration policies and to halt 
the cheapening of America’s citizen and immi-
grant workers. Without real immigration re-
form, our borders will not be safe and our citi-
zens will be at risk. 
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FORTY YEARS OF WORKING FOR 
PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UN-
DERSTANDING 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, this year 
marks the fortieth anniversary of the School 
for International Training in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. As one of the foremost schools for 
cross-cultural education in the world, its record 
is one trail-blazing effort after another, a whole 
series of initiatives that have transformed both 
the world, and the way education about the 
world is shaped. 

The SIT, as it is known, was an outgrowth 
of the Experiment in International Living, which 
originated in 1932 when Donald Watt took 
twenty American teenagers to Europe to live 
together with teenagers from several Euro-
pean nations. Year after year that program 
grew and prospered. 

In the wake of World War Two the Fulbright 
Program for the international exchange of 
scholars and the establishment of the Peace 
Corps increased this Nation’s commitment to 
the exchange of citizens between different 
countries and cultures. The SIT was founded 
in order to provide training and ultimately ad-
vanced degrees to those who wanted to work 
and teach in a global context. It was an early 
and important resource for Peace Corps train-
ing—an unsurprising fact, given that Sergeant 
Shriver, the first Director of the Peace Corps, 
had in 1934 been a member of one of the ear-
liest Experiment in International Living pro-
grams. The core of the SIT has remained the 
same for forty years: language training, field- 
based practice, and a commitment to inter-
nationalism. 

The School for International Training is not 
only about technical training for international 
exchange and work. It has a central vision and 
a central mission: world peace. Its motto is, 
‘‘Building peace through understanding—one 
person at a time.’’ It has lived up to this motto 
by educating individuals to work in a world 
where human need is more important than po-
litical borders, religious groupings, ethnic iden-
tities, or geographical boundaries. It tries to 
construct a new world in which human beings 
are united rather than divided by working to-
gether to shape a more equitable and peace-
ful society. 

Too often our world today is rent by vio-
lence or plundered by corporations looking 
only to make a quick profit. Building peace 
and community takes time and steadfast ef-
fort. It also takes vision, and a deep sense of 
generosity. The School for International Train-
ing—its leaders, its teachers, its generation of 
students—have devoted time, effort, vision 
and generosity in extraordinary measure. 

As it celebrates its first forty years, I, the 
people of Vermont, and the citizens of both 
the American Nation and the world, wish the 
School for International Training forty more 
years of success. 
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HONORING MR. GENE A. 
LUNDQUIST 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and wish well in retirement Mr. Gene A. 
Lundquist, of Bakersfield, California. Gene has 
greatly served his community through the var-
ious organizations with which he has been in-
volved. 

Gene has recently retired from Calcot, Ltd., 
following 36 years of work within this corpora-
tion. In his most recent capacity, Gene was 
the Vice President of Calcot’s Legislative and 
Public Affairs department He was also a mem-
ber of Calcot’s management committee, and 
took part in Board of Directors’ activities. 

His career with Calcot began in 1969 and 
Gene made an impression on all of those who 
worked with him. He became well known by 
growers throughout California and Arizona, he 
represented Calcot at various functions, and 
he directed the grower relations program. 
Gene was always the liaison on which people 
could count. He guided the public affairs pro-
gram, and assisted with farm legislation and 
legislators. 

While growing and expanding in his various 
duties at Calcot, Gene also joined other bene-
ficial organizations. He is the director of the 
Kern County Water Agency, of which he has 
been a member for over 20 years. This agen-
cy is the second largest contractor of state 
project water, after the Metropolitan Water 
District in Los Angeles. The Agricultural Coun-
cil of California, the National Cotton Council, 
and the Seed Saving and Pricing Committee 
of California Cotton Planting Seed Distributors 
are just a few of the other councils and com-
mittees on which Gene has served. 

Throughout his career Gene has been com-
mitted to providing information to the public on 
various important issues. He is, for example, 
currently the President of the Water Associa-
tion of Kern County, a local water education 
organization. 
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Although Gene has become well known and 

quite comfortable with the various agencies in 
California, he has also expanded his horizons. 
He participated in the California Agricultural 
Leadership Program and traveled to Africa 
and visited Nigeria, South Africa, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, and Egypt to observe the culture, 
economies and governments of those nations. 

His many experiences both here and abroad 
have combined to make Gene the all around 
great guy that he is. His family, wife Susan 
and son Nels, have graciously shared Gene 
with the community for many years. While I 
am sure that Gene will not completely retire 
from public service, I am sure he will be 
spending more time with his loved ones. 

For us, his retirement is bittersweet—al-
though it is well deserved his efforts will be 
greatly missed. I congratulate Gene Lundquist, 
and wish his family all the best. 
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IN HONOR OF STAFF SERGEANT 
KIMBERLY FAHNESTOCK VOELZ 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a young woman who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for her country. Staff Sergeant 
Kimberly Fahnestock Voelz of Cumberland 
County Pennsylvania died December 14, 2003 
in Iraq from injuries sustained on the battle-
field. A Leader of the Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal Team, Kimberly was fatally injured per-
forming her duties with the EOD while ap-
proaching a suspicious device outside of 
Fallujah, 40 miles west of Baghdad. She is 
credited by her superiors as saving countless 
lives. 

Born in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania on August 
24, 1976 to Floyd Jr. and Carol (Mardis) 
Fahnestock Kimberly graduated from Trinity 
High School and joined the Army after briefly 
studying at Wilson College in Chambersburg, 
PA. She was also a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Mechanicsburg. 

Serving with the 703rd Ordnance Company, 
2nd Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) sta-
tioned at Fort Knox, Kentucky, Staff Sergeant 
Voelz began her tour of duty in Iraq in Sep-
tember 2003. During her time of service to her 
country, she was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the Army Achievement 
Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, two Good 
Conduct Medals, and a National Defense 
Service Medal. Sergeant Voelz was also Post-
humously awarded the Bronze Star for Valor, 
the Purple Heart, and the Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal for her service in 
Iraq. Kimberly was the first female soldier from 
Pennsylvania to die serving in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Described as a bright, talented self-starter, 
Voelz loved what she did, plain and simple. 
She reenlisted for another 10 years of service 
shortly before her death. Voelz chose EOD 
because it was something different, and it took 
her all over the world. She was often assigned 
Secret Security detail ensuring government fa-
cilities were free of explosives, including 
events such as the 2002 Winter Olympics and 
a visit by the late Pope John Paul II to St. 
Louis. 

Staff Sergeant Kimberly Fahnestock Voelz 
will be honored in a ceremony at Letterkenny 

Army Depot in Carlisle, Pennsylvania on May 
2nd, 2005. Upon the recent completion of a 
new security gate, it will now bear Kimberly’s 
name in honor of her service and sacrifice to 
the security of this nation. It is a fitting tribute 
that validates both her distinguished work as 
an Ordnance Soldier and Letterkenny’s mis-
sion to support national security. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to her husband Sergeant First Class 
Max Voelz, who was holding Kimberly in his 
arms when she died from her injuries. To her 
parents, brothers Chad, Mark and sister Kelly, 
who proudly and deservedly esteem Kimberly 
‘‘their hero’’. We are humbly indebted to them 
for their sacrifice and a grateful nation honors 
Kimberly’s memory. 
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COMMEMORATING AFRICA 
MALARIA DAY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, whether you are from Minnesota or Mo-
zambique, Kansas or the Congo—we all want 
good health for our children and ourselves. 
We all want the opportunity to be free from 
want and the hope that tomorrow will be a 
beautiful day, maybe even better than today. 

Sadly, for millions of families across the Afri-
can continent, good health, opportunity and 
hope are all needlessly diminished or extin-
guished by malaria. 

Now I’m from Minnesota so I know a lot 
about cold winters and just as much about 
mosquito filled summers, but in Minnesota our 
mosquitoes annoy us—they don’t make us 
sick and they don’t kill our children. 

The human misery and economic destruc-
tion caused by malaria in Africa is a reality 
that must change. 

And we have the tools to slow malaria’s de-
struction—bed nets, improved sanitation, im-
proved drug treatments, appropriate pesticide 
use and a committed global partnership to 
provide resources and to help strengthen na-
tional health systems to fight malaria as well 
as tuberculosis and HIV infection. 

Every year across the African continent 
more than one million babies, toddlers and 
children under five years old die from malaria. 
This unimaginable number of children dying 
last year alone is equal to every single child 
under 15 years of age in my state of Min-
nesota. 

One million African children dying in a single 
year from a preventable disease is beyond 
comprehension, but in fact it is reality and it is 
a reality that can and must be changed. 

For those of us who are moms and dads, 
we know small children burning with fever 
don’t scream, they whimper almost silently 
and they stare into your eyes looking for help. 
Their voices are not heard. 

More than a million African moms stare 
back into their children’s eyes equally help-
less. And tragically they watch them die from 
a disease that can be prevented, treated and 
defeated, if, if the world comes together with 
the resources, the determination and the ur-
gency to defeat malaria. 

Today we need to hear those one million 
tiny voices. Today we need to look back into 

the eyes of a million mothers with our com-
passion and our commitment. 

The leadership of the United States, along 
with other donor nations, when partnered with 
the Global Fund, the United Nations, W.H.O., 
UNICEF, along with health ministries and 
health workers across Africa—if we stand to-
gether—can transform the helplessness faced 
by millions of moms into the promise of sur-
viving, thriving children and healthier families. 

I am proud of the commitment Congress, 
the White House and the American people 
have made and will continue to make to over-
come malaria and the suffering and poverty it 
causes. But there is much more work to be 
done. On-going American leadership and 
strong global partnerships are needed for Afri-
ca’s leaders, health workers and citizens to 
successfully control malaria. 

So, as we commemorate Africa Malaria 
Day, let me conclude by paying tribute to our 
partners—the partners we must not forget. 
They are the heroes who struggle against ma-
laria everyday. They are the community health 
workers and midwives, the doctors and 
nurses, the lab technicians and pharmacists. 
They work in village health centers, urban 
hospitals and rural clinics and they are saving 
lives, often times under very, very difficult con-
ditions. 

And together—as partners—their work along 
with our support, our commitment and a col-
lective sense of urgency—we can save lives, 
keep families healthier and keep entire com-
munities free from malaria’s misery. 
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HONORING COMMANDER LEDA MEI 
LI CHONG 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 27, 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding efforts of and the 
recent promotion of Commander Leda Mei 
Chong of the United States Navy. 

Commander Chong was born in Kowloon, 
Hong Kong and calls San Diego, California 
her hometown. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of California-San Diego with a degree 
in Applied Mathematics and French Literature, 
she joined the Navy through the Nuclear Pro-
pulsion Officer Candidate program and re-
ceived a direct commission as an Ensign in 
November 1987. 

Commander Chong reported to her first as-
signment at Naval Nuclear Power School, Or-
lando, Florida as an instructor of mathematics, 
chemistry, materials engineering, and radio-
logical controls. Her second assignment was 
as the Administrative Department Head at 
Afloat Training Group Pacific, San Diego. In 
1994 she reported to Naval Postgraduate 
School as a student in the Systems Tech-
nology/Joint C3I curriculum. 

Her next assignment was the Navy’s Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency where she was con-
currently assigned to the Coast Guard’s Tele-
communications and Information Systems 
Command (TISCOM). As the liaison to the 
Coast Guard, she was responsible for military 
satellite communications interoperability and 
policy. Following TISCOM, she moved to 
Keflavik, Iceland where she was the Deputy 
Director for C4 to Commander Iceland De-
fense Force and the N6 for Commander, Fleet 
Air Keflavik. 
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